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STAY CONNECTED

Well. October was just as busy as we anticipated! Approximately 80% of the Class of 2023 
successfully applied to college (woohoo!), we welcomed over 50 college admission reps to 
campus, we hosted four application help sessions AND 95 students attended our inaugural 
college fair on October 22nd! What a whirlwind, in all of the best ways!

Now, as we move into November, we begin the next phase of the cycle. While we continue to 
support members of the Class of 2023 in their college application process, we are also turning 
our attention more fully to the Class of 2024 as they take the necessary steps toward scheduling 
their first individual meeting with their assigned college counselor. Additionally, counselors are 
getting out to visit college campuses to maintain currency in institutional knowledge while also 
reinforcing the great relationships we maintain with colleges across the nation. Ms. Koester just 
returned from visiting Macalester, St. Olaf, Carleton and the University of Minnesota and Ms. 
Grandison is gearing up for a visit to Michigan State University! To see photos and to learn more 
about their visits, be sure to check out the WRA College Counseling Facebook and Instagram 
pages.

And, as always, please read on for more class specific news and information.

Anna Barlow-Boesch 
Director of College Counseling

On-going meetings: Students, you should still be checking in with your college counselor 
as we make our way toward the next round of application deadlines. If you haven’t 
scheduled a pre-Thanksgiving break meeting, make sure to do so ASAP!

The next Application Help Night will be specifically for those students who are preparing 
applications for the University of California and will be held on Wednesday, November 9, 

from 7-8 p.m. in Wilson Reading Room. The UC Application Guidelines has been shared with students via email. 

Missing materials: Students, please make sure you are checking your applicant portals to ensure receipt of 
all materials. While we have sent all supporting documentation, sometimes processing errors may occur. If a 
document is listed as missing, do not panic! Please let your counselor or Mrs. Barry know and we will follow up. 

A special note for international students: Carefully review your applicant portal to determine if and when 
you will need to submit a document called the Certification of Finances and whether you will be required to 
provide bank statements in support of that documentation. If you have questions about this, please consult your 
counselor. 

Application reminder: Please remember that students must fill out an Application Processing Form and check to 
ensure their Maia Learning “Applying” list is accurate to ensure that all intended applications are accounted for.

First meetings: Students, we are excited to begin our work with you a little later this 
month. An email will be forthcoming to share the tasks we will ask students to complete 
in order to schedule their first individual college counseling appointment.

MaiaLearning: If you have not done so already, it is very important that you log in to 
your MaiaLearning account. MaiaLearning is a wonderful resource and tool which will support your college 
search and application process. You will login to Maia (selecting the single sign on option) using your WRA 
Network Credentials. MaiaLearning is a wonderful resource and tool which will support your college search and 
application process. Families, you have access to MaiaLearning as well! If you have any trouble logging on, please 
refer to this memo or contact Mrs. Barry (barryb@wra.net) who will be glad to assist. 

Method Learning: Please read this if you have not activated your Method Learning Test Prep account. 

For students who took the practice ACT on October 1, we have received the scored tests and uploaded them to 
your MaiaLearning account. You can find the score report in the “Notes” section. For students who took the PSAT 
in October, those scores are expected in December.

Nov. 9 - UC Application Help 

Night

Nov. 12 - TOEFL transportation

Nov. 22 - Late registration 

deadline for the December SAT

Dec. 3 - SAT Test Date

Dec. 10 - ACT Test Date

Upcoming Dates & Tips

College visits: For those who attended the college fair, we hope you found it exciting and 
informative to begin learning about different types of colleges! With several upcoming 
school breaks (Thanksgiving Break, Holiday Break, Spring Break), we’d like to encourage 
you to take advantage of opportunities to visit a college that may be close to your home. 
The more you can learn about different colleges and universities right now, the better! 
Remember that this is an important year of exploration - of your interests, your passions,   

    and yes… even college! 

A typical college visit includes an information session (a presentation by a college admission representative that 
sometimes includes current students) as well as a student-guided campus tour. Often, advance registration is 
needed (though not always). To learn more about specific visit opportunities, it is always best to visit a college’s 
admission website. 

It is also worth noting that, due to the pandemic, many colleges and universities have a wealth of virtual 
visit opportunities. So, whether you are able to do an in-person visit or not, the upcoming breaks are truly a 
wonderful chance to learn more about any number of institutions!

Each month, we will offer a tip specifically geared toward our youngest students. While 
we want you to focus on embracing all that your first year at WRA has to offer, we also 
recognize that this is the first of several important years as a student here. As such, there 
are certainly some important topics to be conscious of.

November’s Tip: Commit to outside of class reading! Yep, I said it and you may be saying to yourself, “does 
she have any idea how much work I have?” or “I do a lot of reading for class, there’s simply no time.” And I am 
sensitive to both of those realities — truly. To be clear, I’m not suggesting you read a novel every week or take 
time away from your class work to read, but I am encouraging you to choose a book that might be more of a 
“fun” read (even if it takes you two months!) or make a commitment to read three-five news articles every week. 
The reason? Well, besides the fact that it will help you expand your knowledge, enrich your perspective, and 
quite possibly introduce you to an interesting new story or topic, reading outside of class also helps to build your 
vocabulary! 

Why is building your vocabulary important? Well, we sometimes field questions about how best to prepare for 
standardized tests (SAT, ACT, etc.) and right now, you are getting much of the preparation you need simply by 
taking the classes in which you are enrolled. However, another really important way to “prep” for these exams is 
to build your vocabulary. So, pick up a book the next time you are in the Ong Library or ask Ms. Bunt about how 
to access newspaper subscriptions for free. You’ll be glad you did!

* READING RECS & TIPS *

NPR:
How to bust the “big lie”

Forbes:

Handling College Admission  

Decisions

Oberlin Blog:

Application Season: A Post for 

Parents & Guardians

https://mobile.twitter.com/wracollege
https://www.facebook.com/WRACollege/
https://www.instagram.com/wracollegecounseling/?hl=en
http://www.wra.net/uploaded/documents/College_Counseling/2022-08-26_MaiaParentIntro.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.wra.net/uploaded/documents/College_Counseling/2022-11-08_Methodize.pdf&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1667935171165091&usg=AOvVaw0SuONkWBu1ccvEJ2M0DREq
https://n.pr/3TX1wSN
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brennanbarnard/2021/12/03/handling-college-admission-decisions-a-sidecar-parents-guide/?sh=6daa0ce1ff7a
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brennanbarnard/2021/12/03/handling-college-admission-decisions-a-sidecar-parents-guide/?sh=6daa0ce1ff7a
https://www.oberlin.edu/blogs/application-season-post-parents-guardians?utm_source=as_admissions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=counselor
https://www.oberlin.edu/blogs/application-season-post-parents-guardians?utm_source=as_admissions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=counselor

